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A country is deemed to be an elderly society when more than 7% of its population comprise people who are 65 years
of age or older. In developed countries, in the so-called group of 7 (G7), the elderly population in 1980 was 12.5%
and is estimated to be 22% by 2030. Taiwan has been an elderly society since 1993, when people ≥65 years old
made up 7.02% of the population. In 2003, this percentage was 9.1%, and is expected to increase to 20% by 2030.
Longevity is the hope of all humankind. Ironically, degeneration of body structure and deterioration of associ-
ated functions usually develop in the late stage of life. Therefore, an increasing elderly population will obviously
be a heavy burden on a country. Currently in Taiwan, there are approximately 7 middle-aged adults fostering 
1 elderly person. The ratio of young providers to old recipients is expected to be 4 to 1 and 2.7 to 1 in 10 years 
and 20 years time, respectively. Most aged people will lose their productive ability, are liable to become sick and
handicapped, and will tend to consume medical resources exponentially; this seemingly infinite expenditure will
exhaust government finances like a black hole will suck in energy! As an elderly society will probably have a pes-
simistic future, we issued a call to arms to thinkers and specialists in various medical fields to found the Taiwan
Society of Geriatric Emergency and Critical Care Medicine (TSGECM) in December 2004. The main missions of the
society include: to help health professionals and associated workers care for the ill senile; to educate the general
population on how to maintain a good quality of life when they are elderly; and to encourage research in geriatric
diseases, especially those aimed at the management and prevention of critical or emergent conditions.
The International Journal of Gerontology (IJG) is the official, peer-reviewed publication of the TSGECM. We cor-
dially invite local and international investigators and clinicians who are interested in gerontology to show their
achievement of studies in the IJG. All articles relating to geriatric illnesses are welcome, and need not be limited
to emergency and critical care since disease is often a chain reaction and rarely a sole event, and most chronic
disabilities in the elderly are brought about by inappropriate management of emergency and critical conditions.
Aging is cruel but inevitable. Again, we would like to emphasize that we welcome health workers who have 
a common objective to join us in the fight against aging. As we continue to do our bit in basic and clinical stud-
ies, we hope that in the final journey to the end of life, a time that is often filled with moans and sorrow may be
replaced by the sound of laughter and gaiety!
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